
 

   

Take the "I'm for Water" Pledge! 
Commit to using less water by making adjustments to your 

water use throughout the year with USEPA's WaterSense 

(https://www.epa.gov/watersense/im-water-pledge).    

Download the 2024 WaterSense Pledge monthly        

checklist  which provides a couple of simple steps you can 

take each month to save and protect our water supplies. 

Join thousands of others throughout the country who are 

doing their part in protecting this precious natural resource 

we can't live without! 

 Water Savings for the New Year  

We Use a Lot of Water Everyday! 
In 2015, we used an average of 82 gallons of water per person per day. Unnecessary everyday water use puts 

greater stress on our water supplies. These supplies include surface water (streams and reservoirs) and wells that 

withdraw groundwater (aquifers). Population growth puts additional pressure on these supplies. The United States' 

population used less than 15 billion gallons of water per day in 1950. By 2015 this use grew to over 35 billion gallons 

a day. Groundwater withdrawals for Ocean County, New Jersey in 1985 was about 41 million gallons per day and 

increased to over 63 million gallons per day by 2015. Even though our planet appears to have plenty of water, only 

3% is freshwater. About 2% of this cannot be used since it is locked in glaciers or so deep within the Earth that     

current technology cannot tap it. That leaves about 1% of freshwater for our use. Remember to conserve water and 

keep our water supplies clean so we have enough water for future generations. 

https://www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/item/6197decad34eb622f692eea9 https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/public-supply-water-withdrawals-1950-2015  

Domestic Water Use 
(Gal/day/person) 

Note that some states with high water use are 
also those with high population growth. 

gphd = Gallons per Household per Day.  
Measures the amount of water used by a household on a daily basis. 

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/im-water-pledge
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-12/ws-2024-learn-more-resolutions-checklist.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-12/ws-2024-learn-more-resolutions-checklist.pdf
https://www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/item/6197decad34eb622f692eea9
https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/public-supply-water-withdrawals-1950-2015
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