
 

   

Saving Water with Water Savings 

A New Year's Resolution for Savings 
Make a resolution to save water throughout the year. Take 

the "I'm for Water" pledge to help use less water and 

spend less on utility bills by visiting USEPA's WaterSense 

(https://www.epa.gov/watersense/im-water-pledge).  

Download the 2023 monthly resolutions checklist  that 

provides one or two simple steps you can take each 

month to save and protect our water for future               

generations. Join thousands of others who are doing their 

part in protecting this precious natural resource we can't 

live without.  

WaterSense Toilets 
Toilets use the most water in the home by accounting for 30 percent of a home's indoor water consumption. Older 

homes may still have old, inefficient toilets that can use up to 6 gallons of water per flush (gpf). New WaterSense    

certified toilets only use 1.28 gpf 

without compromising performance. 

A family can save up to 20 to 60     

percent (almost 13,000 gallons per 

year) with a water efficient        

commode. That can equal a       

savings of up to $140 dollars per 

year or about $2,200 over the     

lifetime of the toilet. If all the homes 

in the United States with older,   

inefficient toilets were replaced with 

new WaterSense models, 520    

billion gallons of water would be 

saved. That's the amount that flows over Niagara Falls in about 12 Days! To learn more visit  WaterSense's            

residential toilet page (https://www.epa.gov/watersense/residential-toilets).  

Welcome to a New Year of Water Savings! 
This edition provides steps you can take throughout the year to save water and information on WaterSense-certified 

toilets. It includes information on deicers with a table showing their lowest melting temperatures and impacts to the 

environment and infrastructure.  
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More on Deicers 

In our last edition of Water Savings, we              

discussed applying deicers to sidewalks and 

driveways. Most of these products contain 

forms of salt, which can be harmful to the 

environment. There are also those that    

contain organic compounds as opposed to 

salt and can be just as effective in melting 

ice. All deicers are effective to a certain    

degree of pavement surface temperature. 

For example, road salt (Sodium Chloride) is 

effective at melting ice down to 15OF. The 

table to the left shows the lowest effective 

temperatures as well as environmental      

impacts. Even if a product is labeled organic 

or safe for the environment, it doesn't          

necessarily mean there are zero impacts.  

All deicers can have an impact on our water         

resources and infrastructure if not used   

responsibly.  

When using any deicer, make sure to follow 

the manufacturer's directions. Remember 

more is not better.  

A 12 ounce mug is enough salt for 10    

sidewalk squares or a 20 foot driveway with 

1 to 2 inches between particles. Sweep up 

any deicer and sand to save and reuse later. 

https://www.cleanwatermn.org/wp-content/uploads/Salt-Tipcard-v3-copy.pdf 

http://www.cleanwatermn.org/wp-content/uploads/Salt-Tipcard-v3.pdf 

Deicers and Their Impacts 
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